
 

 

 

 

South Lake Primary School - Progression of learning - Music  

Each unit from Charanga includes skill development in: Performing (singing and instruments), Improvising and Composing. These units also build knowledge in 

relation to the musical elements: pitch, duration, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Listening and 
appraising 

genres 
(all year groups) 

Pop Music Theatre Music Music to dance to Music around the world Western Classical Music Film music 

EYFS       

Year 1 Introducing Beat 
How can we make friends 
when we sing together? 

  

Adding rhythm & pitch 

How does music tell 
stories about the past? 

 

Introducing tempo & 
dynamics 

How does music make 
the world a better place? 

 

Combining pulse, rhythm 
and pitch 
How does music help us 
to understand our 
neighbours? 

Having fun with 
improvisation 
What songs can we sing 
to help us through the 
day? 

Explore sound and 
create a story 
How does music teach us 
about looking after our 
planet? 

Year 2 
 
 

Exploring simple 
patterns 

How does music help us 
to make friends? 

 

Focus on Dynamics & 
Tempo 
How does music teach us 
about the past? 

Exploring feelings 
through music 
How does music make 
the world a better place? 

Inventing a musical story 
How does music teach us 
about our 
neighbourhood? 

Music that makes you 
dance 
How does music make us 
happy? 

Exploring improvisation 
How does music teach us 
about looking after our 
planet? 

Year 3 Developing notation 
skills 
How does music bring us 
closer together? 

Enjoying improvisation 
What stories does music 
tell us about the past? 

Composing using your 
imagination 
How does music make 
the world a better place? 

Sharing musical 
experiences 
How does music help us 
get to know our 
community? 

Learning more about 
musical styles 
How does music make a 
difference to us every 
day? 

Recognising different 
sounds 
How does music connect 
us with our past? 

Year 4 Maestros: Violin or Cello Maestros: Violin or Cello Maestros: Violin or Cello Maestros: Violin or Cello Maestros: Violin or Cello Maestros: Violin or Cello 
 

Year 5 Getting started with 
music tech 
How does music bring us 
together? 

Emotions & musical 
styles 
How does music connect 
us with our past? 

Exploring key & time 
signatures 
How does music improve 
our world? 

Introducing chords 
How does music teach us 
about our community? 

Words, meaning and 
expression 
How does music shape 
our way of life? 

Identifying important 
musical elements 
How does music connect 
us with the environment? 
 

Year 6 Developing melodic 
phrases 
How does music bring us 
together? 

Understanding structure 
& form 
How does music connect 
us with our past? 

Gaining confidence 
through performance 
How does music improve 
our world? 

Exploring notation 
further 
How does music teach us 
about our community? 

Using chords and 
structure 
How does music shape 
our way of life? 

Respecting each other 
through composition 
How does music connect 
us with the environment? 

 



 

 

 

 

South Lake Primary School - Progression of learning - Music  

 Understanding 
music 

Singing Notation Playing instruments Performing Improvising Composing 

EYFS Listen carefully to 
rhymes and songs, 
paying attention to how 
they sound. 
Watch and talk about 
dance and performance 
art, expressing their 
feelings and responses. 
Listen attentively, move 
to and talk about music. 
 

Sing 1 or 2 songs 
Sing a selection of songs 
Sing a large repertoire of 
songs. 

Tapping out simple repeated 
rhythms. 

 Know some rhymes. 
Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs. 
Learn nursery rhymes by 
heart and perform chosen 
ones to their peers. 
Explore and engage in music 
making and dance, 
performing solo and in 
groups. 
Build up a repertoire of songs 
and dances. 

  

Year 1 
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 Understanding 
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Year 2 
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Year 4 
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Year 5 
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Year 6 
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